MONTAIGNE  IN  THE  TOWER

ciety? Could he tell the remorseless dogmatist
that there is more of true wisdom in the question-
ing spirit than in his ? Could he persuade men to
return upon themselves before they launched forth
in the exercise of sword and fire? Could he say a
word that might make for reasonableness, and say
this with amiable insinuation, genially, humor-
ously? Montaigne in his study did not put all
these questions to himself. He had no ambitious
programme, no high design of serving the world.
But in effect his seclusion was proved to be the
essential condition for accomplishing his best
work; and, if any justification be needed, this con-
stitutes its justification.
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